
Conservation Commission – Town of Spencer 
 

                   Minutes    
 

 Conservation Commission Meeting 
Wednesday, October 22, 2014, at 7:00 PM 

Town Hall, McCourt Social Hall 
 

               
 
The Meeting was opened at 7:06 p.m. 

 
Commissioners Present:   Mary McLaughlin, Warren Snow, Dana Reed, Margaret 
Emerson, James Bouley, John Haverty 
 
Commissioners Absent:   Eric Peterson 
 
Staff present:  Margaret Washburn  
 
Minutes Approved: September 24, 2014 – A motion to approve as amended 

(Snow/Emerson) passed 6/0. 
    October 8, 2014 – Tabled to November 12, 2014 
 
7:15 p.m. Opened the Public Meeting for Request for Determination of Applicability 
for Dennis Brunelle   
Property:  77 Northwest Road, Spencer, MA   
Colleen Brunelle presented the project (Ms. McLaughlin read the project description).  
Ms. Emerson read the Commission inspection report.  Ms. Brunelle said Steve Tyler 
inspected the project after a heavy rain.  Both Mr. Tyler and Eben Butler had agreed there 
has always been a drainage problem there.  Ms. McLaughlin read an inspection report that 
Mr. Tyler had written.  Ms. Brunelle said that Mr. Butler may install another catch basin 
before their driveway.   
 
Jim Ryan, said, in 1998, he put pipes under the Brunelles’ driveway.   Butch Fritze, 
Superintendent of the Highway Department back then, inspected and approved the work 
at that time.  Mr. Ryan said the icing problem is a result of what the town did previously.  
Mr. Tyler came into the meeting and said he is in favor of the work and believes it is 
necessary.  He said in the spring of next year the highway department will add another 
catch basin to the road in front of the Brunelles’ house.         
 
A motion to close the public meeting (Bouley/Snow) passed 6/0. 
A motion for a Negative Determination (Emerson/Haverty) passed 6/0. 
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7:30 p.m. Opened the Public Hearing for Notice of Intent for Robert Moschini 
Property:  144 Mechanic Street, Spencer, MA   DEP#293-0843   
Steve Broyer from Ecos Energy presented the project.  He said that Ecos Energy is now 
currently the land owner for this property.  Mr. Broyer gave a power point presentation to 
the Commission.  The footprint for the solar panels is 18.2 acres.  There is an existing gas 
line.  Mr. Broyer said the racks are at 30’ facing the south.  No grading will occur in the 
middle of the site.  The posts are driven eight to nine feet into the ground by a vermeer 
machine.  The perimeter fence is under discussion of the Planning Board.  There will be 
six basins instead of five.   
 
Paula and Robert Stabinski, abutters, asked where the solar farm is.  Mr. Stabinski asked 
how close the power lines will be to his house.  Mr. Broyer showed and explained to the 
Stabinskis where everything will be located.  Mr. Broyer said there are no wetland 
impacts.  Ms. Washburn said the Commission disagreed about that at the site walk.  All 
tree removal calculations equal to approximately 4/10 of an acre.  There will be a 
temporary crossing through the wetland.  There will not be any cutting or dredging.   
 
Mr. Broyer said three poles off Route 31 will be owned by National Grid.  Astorwood 
Housing is south of the new road.  Trees will be removed for the new road.  There will be 
a basin needed for the new road off Route 31.   
 
Mr. Broyer said there may be some work on the Spencer Fish and Game land.  They are 
looking to help the Fish and Game reconstruct a berm within the shooting range to keep 
the bullets away from panels.  Mr. Broyer said he will file a separate NOI for the work on 
the Fish and Game land. 
 
Mr. Broyer said the gas line through the site has 5’ of separation for any work they want 
to do.  The gas line is 48” deep.  Mr. Broyer said he has to directionally bore under the 
gas line and may have to armor it.   
 
Ms. McLaughlin commented that the Commission wants the critters to be able to go 
under the fence.  They would like at least 6” between the ground and the fence.   
 
Ms. Washburn read her report.  She said the plans need many revisions and there is no 
possibility of the plans being approved at this point.  Ms. Washburn requested that a 
construction sequence be submitted to the Commission.  The following list needs to be 
completed before the plan can be approved:       
          

• The SWPPP should include language requiring all construction vehicles and 
stockpiles to be stored outside resource areas and buffer zones. 

 
• A mowing/maintenance plan must be submitted. 

 
• A phasing schedule for panel installation and stabilization must be submitted. 

 
• A post-construction O&M plan needs to be submitted. 
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• A CESSWI should be required in the Order of Conditions as a condition of 
approval.   

 
• Lenard Engineering recommends that this Commission require as-built drawings, 

inspection reports and certification from the applicant that the work is completed 
according to permit requirements prior to issuance of the Certificate of 
Compliance. 

 
• Lenard Engineering recommends that this Commission require the hay bales and 

silt fence as limit of work must be staked out by a MA Registered land Surveyor 
or PE to ensure no work will be conducted in resource areas.  

 
• Lenard Engineering has recommended that the Conservation Commission require 

a surety bond to ensure work is completed according to the permit as a condition 
of approval.   

 
Ms. Washburn said at the site visit, it was agreed that a second site visit will take place 
after revised plans have been received.  
 
Ms. Washburn said she recommends that a separate third-party review by Ecotec, Inc. be 
requested including a report as to possible wetland resource area impacts due to this 
proposed project.     
 
At the request of the applicant, the hearing has been continued to December 10, 2014. 
 
8:43 p.m. Opened the Public Hearing for Notice of Intent for Susan Sabacinski 
Property:  78 Donnelly Road, Spencer, MA   DEP#293-839   
At the request of the applicant, the hearing has been continued to November 12, 2014.    
 
8:44 p.m. Opened the Public Hearing for Notice of Intent for Travis Connor 
Property:  91 Wilson Avenue, Spencer, MA   DEP#293-840   
Vito Colonna presented the plan.  There is a stone retaining wall that is 4’ tall and 90’ 
long.  There is an existing stairwell that goes into the water and there is an existing dock.  
They are proposing to construct a ramp access down into the water and construction of a 
new deck.  12’+ of the retaining wall will be removed so they are requesting 16’ of Bank 
disturbance.  There will be retaining walls on each side of the ramp.  The ramp will slope 
up 15%.  The ramp will be surfaced with compacted gravel with the option to install 
pavers.  Silt fence will be installed.  Grass will be put down above the ramp.  Mr. Colonna 
said the deck will be constructed on the back of the house.  The only earth work is the 
installation of sonotubes, which will be dug by hand.  No stockpiling will occur in the 
buffer zone and silt fence will surround the stockpiling.  Ms. Washburn recommended a 
special order be put in the Order of Conditions calling for pervious pavers to be installed 
on the ramp; no gravel.      
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A motion to close the public hearing (Snow/Bouley) passed 6/0. 
A motion to accept the plan as submitted with conditions as discussed (Snow/Emerson) 
passed 6/0. 
 
Other Business: 
 
15 Marble Road:  Mr. Ceppi submitted a sketch showing the shed that is 80’ from the 
house.  Ms. Washburn said the shed is in the buffer zone which requires a permit.  The 
Commission said Mr. Ceppi needs to file an RDA showing the limit of disturbance.   
 
89.5 Clark Road:  A motion to ratify the Enforcement Order (Emerson/Haverty) passed 
6/0. 
 
51 Thompson Pond Road:  Ms. McLaughlin read the inspection report.  A motion to 
ratify the Enforcement Order (Snow/Bouley) passed 6/0. 
 
Depot Trail Grant:  Ms. McLaughlin suggested that Ms. Washburn contact Judy 
Lochner.  Ms. Washburn will send a letter to Bill Shemeth asking him to keep the 
Commission informed when he receives any information regarding the grant. 
 
Ahearn Equipment:  Ms. Washburn said that the mowing of wetland vegetation 
occurred on abutting land that they do not own.  Ms. Washburn issued the NOV.  It 
appears as though Ahearn Equipment is now displaying hydraulic equipment in the buffer 
zone on the abutting property to the east.  The violation occurred on someone else’s land. 
 
7 Debbie Drive:  Ms. Washburn said Mr. Kennen has requested permission to remove all 
sediment controls, but has withdrawn his request for Certificate of Compliance.  Ms. 
Washburn said typically, sediment controls remain in place until a Certificate of 
Compliance has been issued.  She informed Mr. Kennen of that. 
 
Site Visits:  The Commission will do site visits on Tuesday, October 28th at 2:45 p.m.       

 
A motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:46 p.m. (Emerson/Bouley) passed 6/0.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted by:        
 
 
_____________________    
Lisa Daoust, Senior Clerk      
Development & Inspectional Services   
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Documents reviewed at the 10/22/14 Spencer Conservation Commission meeting: 
Agenda for the 10/22/14 meeting 
Margaret’s report dated 10/22/14  
Minutes from the Sept. 24, 2014 CC meeting 
Certificate of Compliance for Sullivan Street (not re-signed) 
Continuance form for 78 Donnelly Road (signed) 
RDA file for 77 Northwest Road 
NOI file for 144 Mechanic Street 
NOI file for 91 Wilson Avenue 
Enforcement Order for 89.5 Clark Road (ratified) 
Enforcement Order for 51 Thompson Pond Road (ratified) 
Inspection report and photos dated 10/22/14 for 51 Thompson Pond Road 
Oct. 20, 2014 letter from NHESP re: Cooney Road forest cutting plan 
Sept. 26, 2014 letter from DCR announcing Depot Trail grant to be awarded 
File for 15 Marble Road 
Violation file for Ahearn Equipment, 460 Main Street 
  


