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Minutes of Meeting held July 15, 2020
Meeting of the Board of Sewer Commissioners, 

Audioconference Broadcasted Live from McCourt Social Hall, Memorial Town Hall, Spencer, MA. 

Present:
James Laplante, Jr., Supt.



Debra Graves, Sr. Clerk

Dialing in:
Francis "Frank" White
                        Lawrence “Larry” Dufault
                        Michael "Mike" Mercadante

Chairman Frank White called the meeting to order at 4:06p.m. and announced the meeting is being conducted remotely consistent with Governor Baker’s Executive Order of March 12, 2020, pursuant to the current State of Emergency in the Commonwealth due to the outbreak of the COVID-19 Virus. In order to mitigate the transmission of the COVID-19 Virus, we have suspended public gatherings, and as such, the Governor’s Order suspends the requirement of the Open Meeting Law to have all meetings in a publicly accessible physical location. We are meeting remotely and broadcasting live on Spencer Cable Access to ensure public viewing access. Citizens Input will be a part of the meeting if residents wish to dial in. The meeting is being broadcast live on Spencer Cable Access.
A motion to approve the minutes of June 17, 2020 (Larry/Frank) passed 3/0 with a roll call vote: Mike-yes, Larry-yes, Frank-yes.
Superintendent James Laplante Reports: 
· Monthly Operations Report

· Monthly Monitoring Report

(Reports are on file at the Utilities & Facilities Office)

Budget & Capital Items: 
· Correspondence with Mary Carney Hilltop Securities and Collector’s office on Design Borrowing.

Set up Zoom meeting on July 28, 2020 at 10am with Sewer Chairman, Sewer Superintendent and Town Collector’s. Also, need post a meeting remotely for July 29, 2020 4pm.
· Sewer Superintendent suggested replacing the yellow truck with a new use truck for less than $10,000.00. Larry motion to purchase a use vehicle prefer a truck, second by Frank, not in favor Mike.
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Sewer Systems Upgrades:

· Tighe & Bond with contract tomorrow. Will be sending to T.A. for Lawyer to check over.

· Sewer Superintendent suggested to do a site visit at the Town of Plainville, CT. Also, would like to include employees from the Sewer plant. 
· Sugden Building (16 one-bedroom apartments). No one contacted the Sewer Department about the flow. Will meet on Thursday 7/16/20 to look at plans. Need to pay for I&I for flow increase. 
Resident Concerns:
· 163 Main St (Funeral Home) – Owner requesting abatement on sewer. Had a leak, did not flow through the sewer line. Larry motion to abate $846.97, second by Mike and in favor Frank.
· 40 High St (MF) - Owner requesting abatement on sewer. Had a leak, did not flow through the sewer line. Mike motion to abate $272.68, second by Larry and in favor Frank. 
· 28 Wall St: Need to fill out Sewer permit and pay for sewer bank fee (10x5=50 / 50x16) $800.00.

Have not received payment on this as of 7/15/20. Sewer chairman said, they added other bathroom to the other building. Superintendent will investigate this.
Meeting Adjourned at 4:53pm motion by Larry, seconded by Mike and in favor Frank.
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