
1 & 2 Family/ New Construction 
Building Permit Application 

DEVELOPMENT & INSPECTIONAL SERVICES PERMIT CHECKLIST 

This form must contain all the information & signatures requested prior to submitting any permit to the Office of 
Development & lnspectlonal Services (ODIS), Incomplete forms wlll not be accepted. If only interior work is to be performed, 
or roofing and siding, Tax Collector signature only will be required with permit appllcatlon. 

Permit Address: _________________ Map: ____ Parcel: _____ _

Description of Work: __________________________________ _ 

1. Signature from Tax Collector that all taxes, liens etc ... paid:. ___________ _

2. Signature from Assessors Office.: _________ (Copy of assessors map required)

3. Signature of Zoning Enforcement Officer:. _______________ _

4. Signature from Fire Department: ___________________ •

5. Signature from Conservation Commission: ________________ ••

6. Signature from Utilities & Faclllties Director or Highway Supt.: _________ •••

7. Signature of Sewer Department: Municipal Sewer( ) 
or 

8. Signature of Board of Health: ( ) Private Sewer/Septic System**** 

9. Signature of Water Department: ( ) Municipal Water 
or 

10. Signature of Board of Health: ( ) Private We11***0

11. Signature of Town Planner•uo•

12. Is any work within an Identified Aquifer Protection Zone? Yes __ No __ Zoning Officer Verification ___ _

13. Any tree removal within 15' of roadway. Yes� No_ If yes- Tree Warden signature:. _________ _

14. Dumpster over 1.5 cu yds. Requires BOH approval. BOH signature. ________________ _

•All plans must be stamped by the Fire Dept. for any work involving, but not limited to, habitable space additions, alterations or
new construction, smoke & CO detector install/ placement, temporary event tents or bottled gas use. 

••conservation Commission must sign for any work Involving disturbing of soil, removing of trees etc ... , within 100 ft, of any
wetland or intermittent stream, or pond, or within 200 ft. of any perennial stream or river that flows year round.

***Utilities & Facilities Superintendent or deslgnee must sign for excavations or earth disturbance of any kind on private 
property within 15 ft. of any roadway, Public or Private. Also includes trenching, grading, underground utility work (i.e., gas, 
electric, water, sewer, etc,), site access and/or existing or new driveway related work. 

****Either Board of Health or Sewer Dept. must sign off as to type of sewerage disposal system utilized at property . 

.. .,.,.Either Board of Health or Water Dept. must sign off on type of potable water utilized at property. 

"'****•Town Planner signature required If the following: Development on private subdivision roads and developments 
requiring Site Plan Review, Special Permit, or Variance. 

Contractor/ Applicant:. ______________ , _____________ Date: ___ _
{Signature) (Print last name) 

At any time if scope of work changes a new checklist must be submitted along with revised plans. 

























STRETCH CODE Summary/ Requirements 

At the Spencer annual Town Meeting on November 27, 2018 the stretch code was 

adopted and became effective on July 1, 2019. 

Stretch Code Summary: In 2009, Massachusetts became the first state to adopt an 

above-code appendix to the "base" building energy code-the "Stretch Code" (780 

CMR Appendix 115.AA). The Stretch Code, which emphasizes energy 

performance, as opposed to prescriptive requirements, is designed to result in cost-

effective construction that is more energy efficient than that built to the "base" 

energy code. Alongside the base code update to the IECC 2015, the Stretch Code is 

being updated, and is referred to as the 2015 Stretch code update. 

(https://www.mass.gov/info-details/building-energy-code#stretch-code-summary- ) 

What do you need to do?: A key feature of the Stretch Energy Code is that it is 

performance based. It requires new homes to meet a HERS (Home Energy Rating 

System) index rating target, rather than requiring the installation of specific levels 

of energy efficiency for each building element (e.g. windows, wall insulation, roof 

insulation, furnace etc.). The HERS rating is a measure based on a home’s total 

expected energy use and overall efficiency. It is calculated by a certified HERS 

rater using accredited software, which uses information on the design of the energy 

systems in a home to calculate the annual energy needs of the home and give it a 

rating score.  (Provided by Green Communities Division, October 2017) 

Benefits: Stretch Code “Residential Cash Flow Analysis”: In 2016, DOER 

hired an independent building energy consulting firm to look at the cost-benefit 

equation of building a representative set of new single-family and multi-family 

homes to the updated 2015 stretch code. The analyses were updated in August 

2017.  There are examples of both gas heated and non-gas heated homes, all of 

which show that homeowners see a positive cash-flow from day 1 from purchasing 

a 2015 stretch code home vs. a 2015 base code compliant home. 

(https://www.mass.gov/info-details/building-energy-code#stretch-code-summary- ) 

 

Locate a HERS Rater by going online 

https://www.nehers.org/find-hers-rater 

https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2018/06/08/Chapter%2011%20Energy%20Efficiency%20Amendments.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2018/06/08/Chapter%2011%20Energy%20Efficiency%20Amendments.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/building-energy-code#stretch-code-summary-
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/building-energy-code#stretch-code-summary-
https://www.nehers.org/find-hers-rater
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